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“Run by coaches for coaches”

A NEW VENTURE
The problem…
“The pistes are too short and we have no
markings on the floor”
"Putting the boxes away is a hassle. Everyone
suddenly disappears!"
“I can’t fence during the school holiday”
“The sports hall floor is too slippery to change
direction when doing footwork”
“Our club is only open twice a week”
If any of that sounds familiar, it is probably because
the unhappy compromises of club training are so
ingrained in the experience of our sport. Club fencing
in the UK has long been characterised by a lack of
capital investment. Only a handful of UK facilities have
even a few metallic pistes. The vast majority of clubs
hire space in a sports hall or school and many can only
train a few nights a week during term time. Fencers lose valuable training time
waiting for the Zumba class to finish before having to put out dodgy old boxes and
spools so fencing can finally start. At the end of the session, fights have to be cut
short to pack everything away and clear the hall in time for the local basketball team,
who have the next hall hire slot and trample all in their path. Finally it’s off to the
sand filled showers because the football teams have been training on the all weather
pitch outside. All in all, not the best environment for fencing or fencers! Novices
drift away, intermediate fencers don't progress and elite fencers get frustrated that
they didn't take up some other sport instead.

IN THIS ISSUE

Jon Willis says…
“I’ve been a member of two fencing clubs during my career as an épéeist. One, a
small club in North West England, called Stockport Sword Club, that trains for two
hours, twice a week, in a local sports centre. The other was Heidenheimer SB, one
of the Olympic training centres in Germany which had its own purpose built facility
available to its members seven days a week and enough metallic pistes to run its own
competitions. It does, plenty of them in fact, from the Heidenheimer Pokal, a senior
men’s épée world cup event, all the way down to the local area school team foil cup
with some Cadet Internationals and German ranking events in between.”
“The differences between the two clubs are vast but they mostly come down to one
thing. The availability (or not) of a purpose built fencing facility that fencers are
able to use 7 days a week, 365 days a year.”
Continued on page 6…
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Useful Information
Proficiency
Awards

Academy
Web site

The current rates for awards are:

For all the latest
information and
merchandising go to
the Academy web site
at
www.baf-fencing.org

Members’ Representative:
John Worsley
8 Mosedale Close
Astley
Manchester M29 7JW
Tel: 01942 888 935
Email: worsleyja@aol.com
Proficiency Awards Administrator:
Maître Donald Walker
4 The Aviaries
Castle Howard
York YO60 7BU
email: maitredcwalker@aol.com

Additional Committee Appointments:
Chairman, SSTT:

A4 Syllabus leaflets:
Free with Study Guide, otherwise 60p
(70p) each.

Chairman, Disciplinary Sub-Committee
Prof. Peter Northam
Editor - Academy News, Insurance, Examination
Results Coordinator:
Prof. Bob Merry
Membership Secretary:
Stuart Clough
Film & Theatre Representative:
Andy Wilkinson
The Cottage, The Common
Kinsbourne Green
Harpenden, Herts. AL5 3NT
Tel: 01582 713052
email: andywilkinsonbaf@hotmail.com **
** Please note that Andy Wilkinson has set up a
separate email address for BAF business - please
use this one for a speedy reply.

A3 Sized Wallcharts:
65p (75p) each
Figures in RED are for non-BAF
members

Recommended
Rates of pay
Level

Rate

Diploma
Maitre d’Escrime
and Provost
Member
Associate

37.75
30.35

Examination
fees

25.00
22.35

Level 1 Assessment £11.00

Please Note: These rates are given for
guidance only. Coaches are free to negotiate
their own rates, according to local conditions.
The Academy recommends that travel, up to
20 miles from home, should be included in
the basic fee.

International Secretary:
Prof.Philip Bruce
Child Protection Officer, Welfare Officer:
Prof. Louisa Miller

Approved non-Academy Coaches:
1 - 4 Awards £4.70 each
5 - 9 Awards £4.10 each
10+ Awards £3.90 each
A5 Study Guides:
1 - 4 £2.65 (£2.90)each (incl. p&p)
5+
£2.30 (£2.65) each

Treasurer:
Stuart Clough
1 Yew Tree Cottages
Brown Street
Old Newton, Stowmarket IP14 4QB
Tel: 07886 708392
Email: baf@stuartclough.co.uk
Assistant Secretary and Course Officer:
Provost Dave Jerry
Orchard Rise, Churchtown
Belton, Doncaster DN9 1PE
Tel: 01427 874109
email: david.jerry@free.newsurf.net

BAF Members:
1 - 4 Awards £3.70 each
5 - 9 Awards £3.60 each
10+ Awards £3.40 each

Level 2 to Diploma £21.00 (£26.00)
These are for “normal” exams - for
Special exams, consult the Course
Officer. Figures in RED are for
non-BAF members

DOCUMENTATION
The following documentation is available from the Course Officer, Dave Jerry
Key Teaching Points Foil
Key Teaching Points Epee
Key Teaching Points Sabre
Key Coaching Points Foil
Key Coaching Points Epee
Key Coaching Points Sabre

}

.......................................£7.35 (£9.45) each

Glossary of Terms (including Translation of Fencing Terms)...….……....£7.35 (£9.45)
Employment Guidelines……………………………………….…….........£7.35 (£9.45)
Teaching/ Coaching Tactics (2nd Edition)..........….…..….……..............£16.80 (£21)
CD-Rom Issue 5 – this contains all the syllabuses and current questions for BAF examinations, as well as other examination material….……………….………....£10.00 **
Examples of past written Papers – for the Advanced and Diploma examinations - FREE apply to Course Officer
All prices include p & p. Figures in RED are for non-BAF members
** Price of CD-ROM includes lifetime replacement guarantee - only buy once!
A Compendium containing all major Documentation, including the ones above, plus more
relating to examinations, is now available. For full details see Issue 64 of Academy News
or contact Professor Isobel Bruce Combes (iacombes@btinternet.com)
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the president writes......
A Day in the Life of the BAF President – it’s a tough and time consuming job, but
someone’s got to do it
I have been known to warn aspiring young fencing masters that the path they are
choosing can lead to some unexpected situations and that the path ahead is anything but
predictable. I was reminded of this recently when Isobel and I received a request from the
Drifters (as in ‘Saturday Night at the Movies’, ‘Under The Boardwalk’, ‘Up on the Roof',
and ‘Come On Over To My Place’) to assist them in a martial arts photo shoot. For their
upcoming 2014 tour, they had decided to show each member of the band participating in a
different combat sport – Boxing, Karate, Kendo and Fencing. That meant travelling to a
sports centre in the morning to give Carlton Powell a crash course in all three weapons, and
then to the photo studio in the afternoon to help create the final image of the singer as an
expert fencer! It was great fun and I enjoyed the challenge of distilling the crucial points
of all three weapons into something that a total beginner could convincingly reproduce in
short order.
More importantly, I hope that when the worldwide tour programme comes out, the photos may provide a little more
publicity and inspiration for our sport. We all have a responsibility to support any attempts to get fencing into the public eye
and grow our numbers. It is a small sport and more than ever, it is badly afflicted by infighting and apathy.
BAF/BFA
In the case of the former, we are frequently accused of contributing to the so called tension between the BAF and the BFA.
I would like to emphasise yet again that the policy of the BAF is one of full cooperation with the BFA, insofar as we can do
so while protecting our members’ interests. I am presently liaising with Margaret Nolan (BFA Head of Development) who
emailed me recently to discuss how the BAF and the BFA could work together to move forward coach development in this
country and I very much hope this will lead to effective cooperation. I am pleased to say that Margaret has accepted my
invitation to visit our upcoming Denstone course, so I guess this will be a case of watch this space. I note that there are a
number of BFA coaching courses planned in the near future which are almost entirely staffed by BAF trained coaches, and
this is something I am very pleased to see.
BAF/AAI
I believe we have the same responsibility on a worldwide scale. I have recently been informed by Mike Bunke, president
of the AAI, that the forthcoming AAI course in Germany has been cancelled due to low numbers. I immediately contacted
him, offering the services of the BAF on two fronts – both to open up the Denstone course as an AAI course (while keeping
to our present syllabus and procedure in every way) and to offer to run BAF courses in any country that should request them.
Our offer has been accepted, and I have contacted those who had signed up for the Germany course to offer them places on
the Denstone course. I have also received an expression of interest from South Africa which would like us to run a course in
their country, so we are in discussions about that.
Currently, and as a membership benefit, we register Maîtres d’Escrime through to, and including, full Masters with the
Académie d'Armes Internationale (AAI)
As a further membership benefit and to help prospective foreign employers better understand our qualifications, your
committee has decided to offer AAI membership to levels 3 and 4
Members holding Levels 3 and or 4 qualifications may, if they wish and at the administrative cost of £8/year/member,
have their BAF qualifications registered with the AAI as equivalent to internationally recognised qualification, that is:
Level 3 - e.g. Monitreur au Sabre to Monitreur d'Armes
Level 4 - e.g. Prévôt au Sabre to Prévôt d'Armes
A number of Academies already do this, and doing so will allow the BAF’s position as one of the AAI’s largest academies
to be properly reflected.

Bill Hoskyns
Combating apathy and mediocrity in fencing has, as you can see, been very much at the forefront of my mind recently and
this was given extra impetus by the sad news of the recent death of Bill Hoskyns, surely one of the greatest fencers that this
country has ever seen. He was a reminder that this country is more than capable of producing outstanding fencers and should
provide us all with the inspiration to maintain a sport that is worthy of them. On behalf of the Academy, I would like to extend
my heartfelt sympathies to Georgina and the rest of his family at this sad time.
Philip Bruce
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Den of vice
Contributions from the Academy’s two Vice-Presidents

July and August present a period when activity in fencing clubs usually quietens down. Without a traditional season as
such, it could be said that fencing continues all year round. Indeed, the Senior World Championships are in full flow as I
write this. However, for many coaches who teach young people in clubs, schools and colleges, the summer provides an
opportunity to recharge, review the year, set goals for the new term and wash the kit! That’s not to mention those coaches
who staff summer training camps, organise weekend or one day training courses and in some cases attend coach education
courses as part of their continuing professional development.
Starting September fresh and invigorated is important; it sets the tone for the year, sets a positive example for the young
people you coach and creates a good atmosphere within the club. Maintaining this focus throughout the year can often be a
challenge. However, getting parents on board from the start is one way of helping the situation. A coach’s time is precious
and time spent sorting and fixing kit, collecting subs, setting out electric boxes and chasing up competition entry forms is
less time spent coaching. Parents bring the young people to training and collect them. You have a captive audience, but are
you using it?
How you go about this is of course up to you and it may be that having parents involved in the day-to-day running of
fencing clubs is the last thing on your mind. However, I know of many fencing coaches who actively engage parents in the
running of clubs and I am not simply talking about sitting on the committee. Helping sort out the kit at the start and end is
a time saver and means the coach can get on with starting the session on time. Having parents on hand at the start of the
session also means that subs can be collected, competition entry forms can be distributed and latecomers can be quickly kitted
up ready to fence. Throughout the session kit faults pop up from time to time and having an extra pair of hands to help sort
out a fault on the electric box or changing a faulty body wire or tape up an electric foil is invaluable.
The caveat to all of this is that you need to invest time training up parents so they know what to do and they understand
the expectations you have of the fencers and the club. I know of fencing coaches who run introductory fencing sessions for
parents and include a crash course in basic armoury – how to check for faults, how to tape up an electric foil, how to weight
test an epee for example. A little time invested now could save you hours and ensure that you can get on with the business
of coaching.
Louisa Miller

Well, here we are, one season finished another just about to start.
How was last season for you? Did you accomplish all that you wanted? How did your fencers do and have you grown as
a coach in knowledge, experience and qualifications? What are your plans for next season?
I always look forward to the next season. I will have lots of new beginners; I will be developing those from last season,
and working with my better fencers. My son Stephen, who fences épée, finished in the top 25 of the seniors so will want to
improve on that. It looks like you will see me at quite a few épee competitions; do come and have a chat.
Looking back at my work on the Committee, it has been interesting to say the least. Unless you sit on the Committee, you
don’t realise the amount of work to be done and is done. All Committee members have at least two areas of responsibility.
Becoming a Limited Company was a major step forward. Helping Wales to operate the BAF Coaching system is another.
Other ideas are being considered.
Looking forward, what I would like to see for the Academy next season are more of our members coming to the AGM
and Dinner in January. I always regarded this as a special treat, not only to hear what was going on but also to meet and greet
old friends, chat about work, tell jokes (many years ago, at the AGM, I was always the only member who voted against a rise
in the subs!) and meet the people you only know by name. It is well worth the time.
I have been invited to be Course Director on the Denstone coaching course in October. This should be interesting and
I’m looking forward to it! Phil, Isobel and Dave will be my supporting team, I couldn’t ask for better (I would like to see a
‘Denstone’ run in London, by the London coaches; and a ‘Denstone’ run in Scotland, by the Scottish coaches. Wales is well
catered for at the moment).
I feel that the potential for the Academy to move forward is enormous, but it needs the co-operation of all of us, unity is
strength.
Have a successful season and see you on the circuit.
Peter Northam.
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LEON PAUL FENCING CENTRE… from front page
The Solution…
It was the problems stated above that inspired Leon Paul to design and build The Leon Paul Fencing Centre, a new,
purpose built facility next to the home of Leon Paul in Hendon, North London.
The new Leon Paul Fencing Centre will hopefully change fencing in the UK. The facility will give the clubs and the
fencers who train there the opportunity to train in a state of the art centre, any time of day, every day of the week, all year
round as well as enjoying longer sessions and not have be inconvenienced or lose time setting up and packing away fencing
apparatus.
Leon Paul have been able to plan
this centre from scratch and with
their reputation of innovation in
fencing design the centre will come
with several features not seen
anywhere else in the world. Built on
a mezzanine level above the Leon
Paul fencing shop, it is a truly
massive space; the fencing area alone
is over 730m2 and has 12
competition-sized conducting pistes
built flush into the floor, spaced out
for competitions.
They are
interspaced with 12 conducting
training pistes making a total of 24
full-length metal strips. All the
wiring is hidden under the floor, the
boxes suspended from the ceiling and with repeater lights at the end of the pistes (and even Olympic style lighting around the
competition pistes) it is the perfect fencing environment.
Special fencing bag size shelving will help keep the floor clear of fencing bags and with members’ lockers at the centre,
the days of carrying your swords to and from training on public transport will be a thing of the past. High spec changing rooms
will be another little luxury of the centre along with an Olympic lifting platform for the elite fencers to do their programs, with
S&C coaches on hand from Middlesex University to help any fencer wanting to start strength training. It is important that the
centre is inclusive for all fencers so there is a social and viewing area for fencers to mingle before, during and after training.
Parents will have somewhere comfortable to stay and watch their children train with the advantage of some free wi-fi to catch
up on work or just pass the time.
Competitions…
Another reason for building the centre is to have a venue that will hold fencing competitions that can be run to a higher
standard than currently available in the UK. A wide range of competitions for all ages and abilities have been planned and all
events held at the Leon Paul Fencing Centre will have dedicated staff, including referees and floor managers, as well as being
run to a pre-published timetable. This is all possible because Leon Paul owns the venue; entry fees can be spent in improving
the competition experience for the fencer, rather than the hire of a hall and equipment. Plans for single weapon events will
mean no hanging about while another weapon uses the pistes. Also, some of these before mentioned ‘innovations’ mean that
all fencers will be able to enjoy the ‘Olympic Fencing Experience’.
Refereeing, Coaching, Armoury and the Leon Paul Lab…
Fencing is more than just training and competing. The centre will cater for all areas of fencing with courses in armoury,
a refereeing school and coaching seminars. The venue will provide the opportunity for Leon Paul to work closely with fencers
to develop the sport and test new equipment in the Leon Paul Lab.
The Future…
The centre will not stand still in terms of what if offers. Leon Paul feel it is important to get the centre up and running as
soon as possible and Phase I is to build and open a state of the art fencing facility. Phase II plans are already in place to take
some of the downstairs space and construct a comprehensive gym facility, physiotherapy room, as well as an athletes lounge
complete with licensed bar and Sky TV.
Keep your eye out for more information, competitions and events to be run at the Leon Paul Fencing Centre in the Sword
Magazine, on the British Fencing website, and Leon Paul media outlets.

This Article and the accompanying illustrations have kindly been supplied by Leon Paul Equipment Co. Ltd. Academy
News looks forward to bringing you further news of this ambitious project.
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Fron Kate Elvin

I must comment on Philip Bruce's experience of competitions for young fencers in the July addition of Academy News.
I am sorry he saw a competition like that and it did sound terrible and dangerous. It is certainly not universal and I hope
it is in the minority
Many coaches in Yorkshire coach young fencers very well. I do not, so I feel I can comment. I often referee at our under
10 competitions and it is a real pleasure. We had an extra under 10 competition this year. It amazes me how well some
children fence, but if a fencer is being rough in any way I stop and explain. I think it is important to do this, so they know
how to behave in competition.
Yours sincerely
Kate Elvin
Philip replies: No one likes to be accused of doing a bad job and my observations were not directed at a single fencer or
coach or even a specific area of the country. My comments and observations were general and addressing what I see at junior
competitions. I’m afraid I have to disagree with anyone who says we have a good standard of child fencing in this country.
The general standard or technical competence that the majority show of simply standing on-guard, stepping forwards and
backwards, or lunging is disgraceful and first counter-ripostes are generally non-existent among the younger age groups
today, even in what I saw during the later stages of the U11 competition at the England Youth Championships.
I know I come across as a Grinch in this respect but I believe that coaches need look at the hard facts. By pretending
otherwise, we are doing a disservice to the children who have faith in their coaches, do well at domestic competitions and
then go abroad to find that they are cannon fodder for their peers. It is a brutal fact that at Junior/Cadet level, apart from
one or two outstanding exceptions, a British fencer is routinely referred to as a “Free Win” by his/her European counterparts.

Fron Austen Rose

I read Philip's comments on children's competitions with interest. I was surprised to read that Philip has found that the
number of competitions are plummeting. Whilst I do not have the evidence to disagree particularly, I wonder whether Philip
can explain whether he is describing a long-term effect or something that has occurred over the last year or so? Is it a natural
result of a previous over expansion (unsustainable, perhaps) in previous years as a part of the LPJS series rollout?
As a member of the Southern Region Competitions Committee I am tasked with finding dates and venues for our age
group events. I find it increasingly difficult to find dates in the calendar to schedule our competitions, having to avoid some
opens, LPJS events, and even international junior/cadet events. Given the fact that for the age group events they have to be
on a Sunday in school term time (not consistent between counties or state/public schools) it is a bit of a headache.
I cannot comment on Philips' observations with regards to the standards at the event he attended. I certainly do not
remember witnessing such poor technique at our events.
Best wishes
Austen Rose
Philip replies: In my day, back in the early 70’s, there were competitions for those with less than 18 months experience,
a series of both Lancashire and Cheshire Schools events, a Manchester and District league, and annual matches between
Cheshire and Lancashire School. Indeed the last Cheshire Schools foil event, which I attended back in the 70’s attracted an
entry of over 200 and that was just for boys and girls foil (u14s 16 and 18) and only from children from Cheshire. Almost all
these events no longer exist. During the last five years I’ve seen several Leon Paul Junior Series competitions come and go.
I’ve seen other new initiatives flourish and then die almost immediately.
There may be a host of reasons – the increasing expense, the economy, public exams, multiple extracurricular activities,
etc. etc. I am also inclined to say that over involvement of parents in competitions may be a factor. The regular intimidation
of referees by parents (though this seems to be lessening, thankfully) has contributed to the reluctance of many referees to
help at competitions and I know of several organisers who have given up doing so because of parents making constant
complaints.
Editor’s Comment: It may be that YOU have something to add to this debate. Academy News welcomes your letters
and emails on any topic and will try to print as many as possible.
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Swordsmen of the silver screen - pt 5
By Andy Wilkinson

ERROL FLYNN
20th June 1909 – 14th October 1959
‘Swashbuckler’

In the classic John Ford western “The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance” (1962 Paramount Pictures & John Ford
Productions), Senator Ransom Stoddard (James Stewart) returns home to Shinbone for the funeral of Tom
Doniphon (John Wayne). Stoddard recounts to a local newspaper editor (Maxwell Scott) the true story behind his
early life in Shinbone as a lawyer. Scott is shocked to learn the truth about who actually shot Valance ~
Ransom Stoddard:

You're not going to use the story, Mr. Scott?

Maxwell Scott:

No, sir. This is the West, sir. When the legend becomes fact, print the legend.

This maxim should be applied liberally to the stories that surround Errol Flynn. Separating the wheat from the
chaff is a difficult task since so much misrepresentation has been printed and broadcast since Flynn’s first
emergence on screen as Fletcher Christian, “In the Wake of the Bounty” (1933 Expeditionary Films).
It is safe to assume however, that his swashbuckling persona spilled over from the silver screen and followed
Flynn for the rest of his life, like a Technicolor phantom, haunting his off screen life where Flynn tried in vain to
live up to his own screen image. No matter how ridiculous the accusation or scandal surrounding his personal life,
the public believed in the legend and the story stuck to him like cocklebur. This is where we shall leave the legend
for now and concentrate on Flynn the swordsman and actor.
Errol Leslie Thomson Flynn’s first starring role was in the classic Michael Curtiz directed film “Captain Blood”
(1935, Warner Bros.). The endorsement of Flynn by Fred Cavens, sword master on “Captain Blood”, helped to
promote Flynn as the true heir apparent to Douglas Fairbanks and the die was cast. A string of Swashbucklers
followed, all produced by Warner Bros with the same troupe of actors reprising roles with little difference to the
previous films. Olivia de Havilland, as I write a sprightly 97 year old lady living in Paris, said “We were like a
stock company at Warners. We didn't know any of the stars from the other studios.”
Where Fairbanks’ style was always graceful, utilising ergo-dynamic sets and lesser ‘skilled’ opponents,
Flynn’s style of swordsmanship was, in my humble opinion, often clunky, his swordplay punctuating his dialogue
with large exclamation marks of movement followed by a change in rhythm, often to allow him to negotiate the
obstacles of set design and props. Flynn’s nemesis in almost all of his Swashbuckling films was, of course, Basil
Rathbone, who was an outstanding fencer in his own right outside of his Hollywood career, winning a British
Army Fencing Championship, and maintained his high standards of fitness, fencing knowledge and practice
throughout his life. This made Flynn’s epic climatic duels with Rathbone that little bit more special as you had two
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swordsmen capable of winning, making their fights more edgy, whereas you were left in no doubt at all that
Fairbanks was always going to win. Also you should never underestimate the musical score to Flynn’s films, an
advantage Flynn had over the silent era Fairbanks worked in. Eric Wolfgang Korngold’s (1897 – 1957)
magnificent Oscar winning score for “The Adventures of Robin Hood” underscored the magical events taking
place on the screen.
Having done the background research for this article, it got me thinking as to how many Flynn Swashbucklers
I have actually seen, the answer is all of them. However, this may come as a surprise to you, as it did to me, that
out of the sixty four films credited in Flynn’s filmography, only a handful were actual Swashbucklers. Your starter
for ten....how many can you name?
Two of my favourite films are “The Adventures of Robin Hood” (1938 Warner Bros) and “The New
Adventures of Don Juan” (1948 Warner Bros.), which are illustrated by stills, below.

(Photographs courtesy author’s collection)
What can one say about Flynn’s Robin Hood that hasn’t already been said by better critics than I? It is a fabulous
adventure story on every level and is my favourite Robin Hood film depiction, this coming from the man who was
the sword master on Kevin Costner’s version, “Robin Hood – Prince of Thieves” (1991, Warner Bros. Morgan
Creek Productions). If you haven’t seen Flynn’s Robin Hood, you have missed out on a wonderful film experience.
A bit of a spoiler now, the horse Olivia de Havilland rides in the film is a Palomino (not found in England at this
period – skip over that bit shall we?), and he was called Golden Cloud. This horse was later bought by Roy Rogers
and renamed Trigger – “the smartest horse in the movies” (1932 – 1965). I digress, but to finish the point, when
Trigger died Rogers didn’t have the heart to bury him, so he had him stuffed instead, in a rearing stance no less!
As for “The New Adventures of Don Juan”, well it has everything, even a synchronised fencing class sequence.
The sword play is fun, light for Flynn, and exciting. I would have to say the final duel between Flynn and Robert
Douglas (1909 – 1999), a wonderful English actor, is outstanding and brilliantly filmed by Vincent Sherman. In
this final duel, which takes place on a magnificent staircase (see above), the final death thrust is delivered by Flynn,
in truth doubled by stuntman Jock Mahoney (Oscar winning actress Sally Field’s stepfather), leaping from high
up on the staircase to floor level – it is a breath taking leap that brings an end to the dastardly Duke de Lorca.
The name Errol Flynn is synonymous with the Swashbuckler genre, yet he only ever made a half dozen or so
in his film career. It is a testament to his skill, enthusiasm and passion that he will forever be remembered as a
swaggering swordsman, soldier, adventurer and daredevil.
Flynn was just fifty years old when he died in Vancouver, Canada, suffering a heart attack after what is said to
be a last binge drinking party. Who is to say what the truth is other than this ~ a candle that burns twice as bright,
burns for half as long.
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Worsley’s words
Musings from your Members’ Rep.
In my last article, I wrote about attending one of sportscoachUK’s LTAD workshops
(Long Term Athlete Development). In July I had the opportunity of attending their Coaching
Children and Young People workshop. Initially I was surprised by how similar the two
workshops were at the start, in fact I would go as far to say that anyone who had attended an
LTAD workshop would find many of the ideas and concepts discussed very familiar. As with
all these workshops they are not sports specific, so the information supplied is very generic.
It is left to the coach to adapt the concepts and ideas to fit their own sport.
The Coaching Children and Young People workshop concentrates on the age ranges 7
years to 17 years and this is where it started to differ from the LTAD workshop. There is a lot
of information supplied both by the tutor and the accompanying guidebook on how children
and young people differ in terms of their psychological, social and physical development. The
guidebook is filled with different techniques, examples and ideas all of which can be used at
different stages of a child’s development to improve their performance. These ideas and
techniques can be used as the base on which all your lessons can be tailored to the individual pupil based on their age (either
chronological, developmental or training).
In comparing the two workshops I would say that the Coaching Children and Young People workshop would probably provide
the individual coach with more practical examples and techniques, which can be used in their clubs. For me it seemed the more
practical of the two and seemed to combine the best of both, a simplified introduction to LTAD and a host of information aimed at
improving the enjoyment and performance of young participants in sport.
What surprised me the most about this workshop, was the number of coaches from sports ranging from running and swimming,
football and rugby through to martial arts, that were attending the workshop not just to improve their coaching of children. They
were attending because it was a requirement of their governing body to undertake some specific training in the coaching of children.
Something to watch out for, are we now starting to see tighter controls on the coaching of children? As mentioned in my last article
In the LTAD model the coaching of children is seen as one of the more important aspect of coaching athletes, are some governing
bodies now starting to pay more attention to this aspect of coaching?
If you have any comments on the above or would like any more information then please get in touch.
John Worsley

The under mentioned names are published as having applied for membership of the British Academy of Fencing. If
anyone wishes to raise objections or has information which he or she feels is relevant, please contact the Secretary of the
BAF.
Iain Lawrence
Jason Murdoch

Harlow
Wokingham

All objections will be required to be made in writing and will be treated in the strictest confidence.
See the Academy web site at www.baf-fencing.org for details of the latest applications.
The BAF also welcomes the following new members: Lewis McIntyre, Calum Maynard and Colin McInnes.
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Book review
By Derek Evered

ADVANCED FENCING TECHNIQUES
DISCUSSIONS WITH BERT BRACEWELL
By Ed Rogers
Paperback 160 pp
Published by The Crowood Press Ltd (www.crowood.com) - Price £14.99
Ed Rogers is a coach in Scotland and is a member of the BAF. His long-time mentor is
Professor Bert Bracewell, doyen of Scottish fencing for many years.
A keen beginner at fencing can learn the basic strokes and moves
s u p e r f i c i a l l y in a year or two (TECHNIQUE). Thereafter i t can take a lifetime
to work on timing and distance (TACTICS). This is the most d i f f i c u l t area for a
coach to teach.
This book describes in detail the many variations possible for each stroke. For Foil
there are 45 pages, for Sabre 18 and Epée 15. There are many exercises for either pairs
of fencers, or a coach and pupil, to practise. Finally there are 33 pages devoted to
Adva n c e d Coaching Techniques. Unusually, the views of many fencing masters are
quoted from their publications ( l i s t e d in an extensive bibliography).
Whilst the book is very good overall, there are a few minor criticisms worth
mentioning. The revision of the e l e c t r i c judging timings is mentioned, but not in
d e t a i l . The origin of the former term for a Referee is no mystery. Before e l e c t r i c
scoring, he was the President of a Jury of four Judges, two watching each fencer’s
target area. I was surprised to read of the long-abandoned molinello mentioned at sabre (and f o i l !). It derived its name
from the Italian for “whirlwind” and is a wide sweeping cut with bending of the elbow. Any Hungarian sabreur would
score two or three stop cuts on the opponent’s sword-arm if faced with a molinello.
This book is not an easy read. But i t will benefit advanced competitive fencers and coaches in training if they
study i t carefully.

Highly recommended.

HENRY WILLIAM FURSE (“Bill”) HOSKYNS MBE
1931 - 2013
The Academy has learnt with sadness of the death of Bill Hoskyns, recognised as the
most successful British Fencer of the modern era. He represented Great Britain
internationally at all three weapons, gaining many successes, principal among which are
a World Championship (Epée 1958) and two Olympic medals (Team Epée Silver, Rome
1960, and Individual Epée Silver, Tokyo 1964). He was part of Great Britain’s Olympic
team on no fewer than six successive Olympic Games. At the end of this brief tribute is
a link to the British Fencing web site, which has a more extensive summary of his
achievements.
I started my own fencing in 1958 at RAF Locking in Somerset, not many miles away
from where Bill trained at Taunton. Bill’s coach, Professor John Sanders, almost certainly the youngest ever coach to
become a full Diploma Master in the Academy, also coached us at Locking. As a consequence, I had a number of
opportunities to come into contact with Bill at that time. In spite of being an international fencer, indeed a World Champion,
he would still turn out to represent his club in local league matches. These were three weapon events and Bill would usually
be in the sabre team (his “weaker” weapon?), normally ensuring three victories for his club towards the end of the match.
After the match, he would spend some time with whichever of the opposing team had shown the most promise and, in a
genuinely friendly and helpful manner, pass on some hints and tips, which he hoped would help them improve. Anyone who
met Bill on such occasions would come away with an impression of him which could be summarised in two words –
“sporting gentleman”; he exemplified both. Fencing has lost a true “great”.
Bob Merry
See also http://www.britishfencing.com/news/latest-news/?n=878
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More useful bits…….

BAF RESIDENTIAL COURSE
Autumn Course - 28th October to 2nd November 2013
Course to be held at Denstone College, Staffordshire.
Fees: £463 (members) £499 (non-members)
Contact Dave Jerry, the Course Officer for full details.

Don’t delay - Apply Now!
NB - Read the message from Dave Jerry below.
AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE COURSE OFFICER
I will be out of the country prior to the October Course. By the time I leave, all final invoices will have
been sent. Please make payments direct to the Treasurer; details will be on the invoice. I will still be in
touch via my Hotmail address davejerry@hotmail.co.uk. I will have access to most things but Key
Teaching Points and other similar documents will be in limited supply. Prof Peter Northam will be
backing me up while away; his details are on the contact page of the web site and on page 3 of Academy
News. If you need to talk, please contact me initially by e-mail and I will then attempt to phone you on
a landline via SKYPE. Please be aware that I will be 7 hours ahead of UK, so a daytime number will be
the best option.
Thank you
Dave Jerry, Course Officer

IMPORTANT
All Course organisers and potential attendees should be aware of the following condition, which applies to all BAF Courses,
including “non-official”courses run by Academy members.
Please note the Course Officer and the Course Director reserve the right to refuse an
application to attend the course.
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