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PHILIP CARSON COMPLETES
THE FULL DIPLOMA AWARD

In our last issue we reported
on the successes at the Autumn
Course,  which  led to Louisa
Miller becoming a full Diploma
Master and a Professor of the
Academy.   We  are happy to
report that she has now been
joined as a Professor  by Philip
Carson.

Philip    had    successfully
completed   all   his   weapon
examinations  and   just had the
written elements of the examination
to  do in  order to meet all the
requirements of the award.

Proving that, at times, the Pen is
as mighty as the Sword, he passed
all  the examinations with flying
colours, in time to collect his full
Diploma award at the recent AGM.

Philip’s success brings the total
of new full Masters in 2009 to three,
with Liam Harrington having also
reached the top of the ladder in the
spring.  This is the first time for over
forty years that there have been so
many people achieving the pinnacle
of our coaching scheme in one year.

All the new Professors were able
to attend the AGM and receive their
awards   from   our  President,

Professor Philip Bruce.   In the
photograph above, Philip Carson
is shown with his “collection” of
awards, which included an
Académie d’Armes Internationale
certificate,  one of the recently
re-designed     Full   Diploma
Certificates,  his Epée Diploma
certificate and a Master’s blazer
badge.

Philip,  Liam  and  Louisa
certainly   deserved   all   the
congratulatory   messages  they
received at the AGM and we hope
that more  of our members are
encouraged  by their success to
follow in their footsteps.





DOCUMENTATION

The following documentation is available from the Course Officer, Dave Jerry
Key Teaching Points Foil
Key Teaching Points Epee
Key Teaching Points Sabre
Key Coaching Points Foil
Key Coaching Points Epee
Key Coaching Points Sabre
Glossary of Terms..............................................................£7.35 (£9.45)
Translation of Fencing Terms in Four Languages..............£7.35 (£9.45)
Teaching/ Coaching Tactics (2nd Edition)....................................£16.80 (£21)
CD-Rom Issue 5  – this contains all the syllabuses and current questions for BAF
examinations, as well as other examination material..........£10.00
Examples of past written Papers – for the Advanced and Diploma examinations -
FREE - apply to Course Officer
All prices include p & p.  Figures in RED are for non-BAF members

For all your BAF
Merchandise

Go to our online
store via the link

from the baf web site
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Useful Information
Proficiency

Awards

The current rates for awards are:

BAF Members:
1 - 4 Awards £3.70 each
5 - 9 Awards £3.60 each
10+  Awards £3.40 each

Approved non-Academy Coaches:
1 - 4 Awards £4.70 each
5 - 9 Awards £4.10 each
10+  Awards £3.90 each

A5 Study Guides:
1 - 4    £2.65 (£2.90)each (incl. p&p)
5+     £2.30 (£2.65) each

A4 Syllabus leaflets:
Free with Study Guide, otherwise 60p
(70p) each.

A3 Sized Wallcharts:
65p (75p) each

Figures in RED are for non-BAF
members

} .................................£7.35 (£9.45)

Recommended
Rates of pay

Level Rate

 Diploma      37.75

 Maitre d’Escrime  30.35
 and Provost

 Member     25.00

 Associate     22.35

Travel - included for first 20 miles,
thereafter 16.1p/mile

Examination
fees

Level 1 Assessment £11.00

Level 2 to Diploma £21.00 (£26.00)

These are for “normal” exams - for
Special exams, consult the Course
Officer.  Figures in RED are for

non-BAF members

Academy
Merchandise
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the president writes......

Annual General Meeting and Dinner

As you will be aware, our AGM and
Dinner were held on probably the worst
weekend   of   weather   we  have
experienced for many years. Despite
this, 25 attended  the AGM and 30 sat
down to the Dinner.  I would like to
express my thanks and appreciation to
all who braved the conditions to be there.

The AGM was perhaps the briefest
in history lasting only 50 minutes. The
reports were simply read, approved and
there followed little or no discussion.

The  election  of officers was as
follows:

Membership Secretary. Unfortunately
the weather prevented all the recipients
from attending.

Fencing Masters World Champion-
ships

 I can confirm that the event will
take place in Switzerland from 31st of
July to the 6th of August 2010. Peter
Cormack has agreed to be our Team
Captain and Manager and I urge all who
wish to compete to contact him as soon
as possible.

Easter Course 2010

I understand that places are filling
up fast, with attendees coming from far
and wide.   We’ve  already received
bookings  from  New Zealand  and
Finland. If you haven’t booked your
place,   then,   in  order  to  avoid
disappointment, I suggest you contact
Dave Jerry as soon as possible

Finally I wish all our members an
enjoyable, prosperous and successful
year

Philip Bruce

B
ritish A

cadem
y of F

encing:
Supporting C

oaches

Vice Presidents: Mike Joseph and
     Tom Etchells

Secretary: Bob Merry
Treasurer: Liam Harrington
Assist Sec.: Dave Jerry
Members Rep.: Chris Eastham
Committee Member: Steve Morley
Co-Opted / Membership Secretary:

Sarah Paveley

In keeping with previous years, I was
invited to and attended the later stages of
the Members’ (non-masters) meeting …
thank-you for the invitation.

Our annual Dinner proved to be a
resounding success and probably one of
the best for many years. The highlight of
this was the presentation of full Diplomas
to Philip Carson, Liam Harrington and
Louisa Miller and individual  weapon
Diplomas to John Crouch and Isobel
Combes … congratulations to all. At the
dinner,  I was also hoping to present
statuettes for “Outstanding Service”, in
recognition of their contribution to the
Diamond  Swords  weekend, to David
Austin, Andy Wilkinson, and Roy and
Angela Goodall, and I was also hoping to
present an “Award of Merit” to Wendy
Hubble in recognition of her services as

Special DVD of the Spectacular including exclusive interviews with Prof. Bob Anderson and the
Director Andy Wilkinson.                           was £12.50 - now only £9.95

DVD and Souvenir programme                 was £14.50 - now only £11.50
Full Colour Souvenir poster A2                was   £4.00 - now only £2.95
Diamond Swords T shirts (black on white - S,M or L)  was £10.00 - now only £9.95

Please order direct from Diamond Swords Production, 14 Jacks Lane, Harefield,
Middlesex, UB9 6HE.

Make cheque/postal order payable to Diamond Swords Production and post to above address.
Quote your full address inc. post code, phone and/or email contact details.

For queries  email austinbaf@hotmail.com or call 01895 825747 - office hours.
All items will be dispatched within 48 hours of receipt of order– dependent on availability. Every
effort will be made to ensure prompt delivery.

This is an unrepeatable offer! Don’t miss out on the Academy event of the Millennium!

Diamond Swords Show Merchandise
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British Academy of Fencing: Ongoing Education for Coaches

Comment
Academy News wishes all its

readers a belated Happy New Year!

Have you made any New Year
resolutions?  Probably by now, a few
of them will have fallen by the
wayside.  But we do have a
suggestion for another.

At the time of the AGM, this
edition of Academy News was
looking a bit lean and hungry, with
quite a few large white spaces waiting
to be filled. Fortunately, there have
been a few late contributions and we
hope that the result is of interest to you.

Now our thoughts turn to the next
issue.  So, why not make 2010 the
year that you make a contribution.  It
does not need to be a long article,
although these are always welcome;
equally welcome are reviews, letters,
jokes, cartoons, photos, etc, etc.

This is YOUR Academy News
and you can play a part in informing
the membership of the Academy by
sharing some of your thoughts and
experiences with us.

Once again, a Happy and
Successful 2010.

The Editor

The under mentioned names are
published  as  having  applied for
membership of the British Academy
of Fencing.  If  anyone  wishes to raise
objections or has information which
he or she feels is relevant,  please
contact the Secretary of the BAF.

Paul Davies           Welwyn
Marina Hauer     Portsmouth
Nicholas Heath    Rotherfield
Adam Hughes          Skipton
Meg Shepherd Foster     Llandeilo
Natasha Hunt     Wivelsfield Green
Gianpaolo Marini    Flitwick, Beds.

All objections will be required to
be made in writing and will be treated
in the strictest confidence.

See the Academy web site at
www.baf-fencing.org for details of
the latest applications.

An invitation
CREATING VIOLENCE ON STAGE AND SCREEN
During 2010, the Directors Guild of

Great Britain  will be presenting two
workshops on the  theme of Creating
Violence on Stage and Screen, hosted by
BAF member  Andy Wilkinson and Guild
Chair Ivor Benjamin. The first workshop
will be a broad introduction to staging
violence in live theatre and for film and
TV, and will  include  the differences
between stage and screen, working with
fight directors,  organising  rehearsals,
legal, insurance and health and safety
issues, sourcing weapons and some
filmed examples of work.

The second  workshop  will  be a
practical introduction to simple and safe
methods  for  staging  combat,  both
unarmed and with weapons.

The dates are to be decided, but if you
are interested in taking part  in either
workshop, please e-mail us to reserve a
place at fightworkshop@dggb.org (subject: Fight Workshops).

The Directors Guild Trust and the Directors Guild of Great Britain work
together  to  promote  and support directing across all media:   film,   television,

theatre,    radio,    opera,
commercials, music videos,
corporate film, multimedia
and    new technology. The
Guild has a respected public
voice  on  arts  and media
policy,  hosts  events  and
training, produces publica-
tions  and provides a forum
for members to meet and
share experience and skills.

Guild membership is open
to professional directors in all

media, students of directing and associated studies, educational establishments
teaching directing in theatre, film and television, corporate members who would
like access to our facilities and everyone interested in the art and craft of directing.

These workshops  are for professionals working within the entertainment
business.  However, the Guild has agreed
to open up the workshops to all BAF
members.   Also on offer is associate
membership of the guild,  on payment of
the guild's current joining fee, which is not
very much at all.  This will enable BAF
members to receive discounts on ALL
future DGGB workshops, lectures and
courses.

It is not essential they join, but a bonus
if they wish to.

Ivor Benjamin, Chair DGGB

Photos supplied by Andy Wilkinson
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This year’s AGM was threatened by the weather and there were fears that insufficient members would make the meeting
for it to be quorate.  In the event, however, our members made a supreme effort.  There were tales to tell, such as one member,
Donald Walker, starting his journey with a three mile trudge through the snow, in order to catch a bus at the start of a long
journey.  Then there was Miguel, who, together with his Mami, came over from an even snowier Sweden to be with us.  With
members coming from many parts of the country, we were able to reach a quorum for the meeting.

The meeting itself was a relatively quiet affair.  A few of the Committee were unable to make the meeting, so their reports
were read to the meeting.  Most passed without comment and, as a result, we had one of the fastest AGMs ever, closing the
meeting before lunch.  Many of the 2009 Committee offered themselves for re-election, but we do have three new faces on
the Committee for 2010.  The earlier Members’ Meeting elected Chris Eastham as the Members’ Representative and you can
read his first column on page 8.  His predecessor, Liam Harrington, has now fully taken on the responsibilities as Treasurer.
Steve Morley had already taken over the task of Awards Administrator and was confirmed in this position.  Wendy Hubble
has been forced by ill health to relinquish the position of Membership Secretary, and the Committee have co-opted Sarah
Paveley as her replacement.  Wendy’s efforts were much appreciated by the meeting, who gave a vote of thanks.  Wendy will
be receiving an Award of Merit in recognition of her services to the Academy.

The early finish to the meeting allowed
members to indulge themselves in a
long lunch break, with a great deal of
socialising as friendships were made or
renewed.

In the evening, the annual Dinner was
attended by thirty members and guests.
The highlight of the dinner was the
presentation  of various awards.  A
special award was to have been made
to each of the four protagonists of the

Diamond Swords weekend – David Austin, Andy Wilkinson and Roy and Angela Goodall.  Unfortunately, none of them was
able to be at the meeting, but our President, Philip Bruce, showed us one of the awards, which took the form of a statuette of
a fencer.

Certificates were awarded to Stuart Clough (Level 3 Foil), Isobel Combes (Diploma Epée) and John Crouch (Diploma Foil).
These were followed by presentations to the three Diploma Masters, who had all reached the highest level in the Academy
this year – Professors Liam Harrington, Louisa Miller and Philip Carson.

The evening concluded with more “social networking”, which continued into the small hours of the morning.  All those
present seemed to think that the efforts they had made to be there were well worthwhile.  We hope to see even more of you
there next year!

Agm 2010
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The Professorial trio enjoy the moment

Stuart Clough receives his Foil award A Diploma Epée for Isobel Combes

John Crouch receives a Diploma Foil A handful for Philip Carson

Liam Harrington collects his spoils

Philip Bruce shows off one of the statuettes
destined for the Diamond Swords team

A “Full House “for Louisa Miller

Photos on pages 1,6 & 7 by Bob Merry
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Chris’s cogitations
Musings from your Members’ Rep.

Greetings and welcome to a brand new coaching year!

At the Annual General Meeting this year I was elected by the meeting to represent you, the
members, and I am pleased and honoured to have been asked to take on this important
responsibility.

The start of the new year is, for many, a time of self-reflection.  It is traditional to look at
ourselves and ahead to the coming year and to plan out how we will make the most of it and the
opportunities it presents.  For many, this may take the form of a New Year’s resolution.

Although I do not usually follow this tradition, I have decided that this year I will make an
exception.  However, I soon realised that it would be more difficult than I first anticipated.

The first difficulty I encountered was selecting one of the myriad of things that I could do (or not do!) to improve myself
upon which to base my resolution.  None of us is perfect – although some Masters may disagree – and most of us can come
up with a few things to improve over the course of the year.

The second difficulty to be overcome was to find something achievable.  I could promise myself that I will go to the gym
three times a week, but whilst trying to balance the pressures of a career, family and fencing, I doubt that such a promise
would survive past January 31st.

It was whilst talking to old and new friends at the AGM, and watching Diploma certificates being awarded, that I realised
I had been overlooking something important.  Coaching is a huge part of who I am and has been for several years, but it is
also the part which is first affected by the vicissitudes of life.

I have therefore decided to be a more selfish this year and devote more time to my own development as a coach.
Consequently, I have resolved to attend more of the Academy’s coach education courses this year and to work harder towards
improving my coaching.  Perhaps by being a little selfish this year I can benefit my pupils next year?

My job on the committee is first and foremost to represent your interests and to work to develop our Academy in the
manner in which you choose.  However in order to do this I will need to know how you feel the Academy should progress.
I therefore challenge you all to propose New Year’s resolutions that the Academy could make.  If nothing springs immediately
to mind, then perhaps ask yourself how the Academy can help you to reach your goals in terms of coaching this year.  That
is, after all, what we are here for.

Please send your suggestions to ChrisEasthamBAF@hotmail.co.uk - I look forward to reading them.

Happy New Year.

Chris Eastham, Members’ Representative

British Academy of Fencing: Ongoing Education for Coaches

I say,  I say, I say.......

A venerable coach, producer of many champions, was asked how he
decided which weapon a beginner should learn.

“On the first day, I stand in front of them and say ‘Don’t let me hit you
when I straighten my arm’ and then I extend my arm.

“If the pupil takes a step back to avoid the hit, I teach them sabre.

“If the pupil slaps my arm out of the way, then they will learn the épée.

“But if the pupil lets me hit them, but then immediately complains to any
bystanders that it didn’t count because my arm was still bent - they will be a
foilist!”

NEW CD-ROM
The latest version of the Academy’s

CD-ROM, which contains everything
you need to know about examinations
and much more besides, is available
from the Course Officer, Dave Jerry.

All the examination questions, from
Level 2 to Diploma, have been revised
by the SSTT and the new questions are
now being used at all examinations.  If
you are studying for an exam, or are an
examiner, you need this CD-ROM.

As well as the questions, there is a
large selection of paperwork, including
the guidance given to examiners.

The price of £10 comes with a Life-
time Guarantee - when a new version is
issued, you simply return your copy for
a free replacement.  After this, you
never need to buy another one!
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Briton digs up
fencing medal
By Margaret Fosmoe
Staff Writer

South Bend (Indiana) Tribune
Nov. 11, 2009

Walter Waller is hoping to solve the mystery
of how a junior fencing championship medal
from the University of Notre Dame ended up
buried in his London garden.

And he’d like to reunite the medal with its
proper owner.

The medallion is a small square piece of
metal bearing the words “1979 Junior World
Fencing Championships,” an image of the
Golden Dome and the words “University of
Notre Dame, South Bend, Indiana, U.S.A.”

“It’s in remarkably good condition,” Waller
said in a recent telephone interview.

Waller said he found the medal several
years ago while he was digging in his front
garden in Blackheath, an area in southeast
London, England.

“I was digging about a foot and half deep,
and there it (the medal) was in the dirt,” he
said.

The medal was encrusted with dirt and what
appeared to be rust. He stored it away in a
box, but recently came across it and decid-
ed to clean it up.

He used an old English cleaning remedy.

Waller soaked the medallion in HP Sauce, a
popular brand of brown sauce made of malt
vinegar blended with fruit and spices. The
sauce is a well-known and often used condi-
ment in Great Britain.

"I stuck it in the sauce for 24 hours. Most of
the dirt came off it," he said.

Waller said he's discussed the medal with a
few friends in the local pub. They speculat-
ed that perhaps each athlete who competed
in the 1979 Junior World Fencing Champion-
ships at the university received a medal for
participating.

But how did it end up buried in his garden?

Waller, 64, and his wife have lived in their
home for 14 years. Before that, an unmar-
ried elderly woman lived there for many
years, he said.

"I'd just like to find out more," he said. And
he'd like to return the medal to its rightful
owner.

"If it were mine, I'd want it back," he said. "It's
a pretty thing."

Can you solve the mystery of who the fenc-
ing medal belongs to and how it came to be
buried in a British garden?

A mystery solved
It all started with an email I received from Ila Dermanoski, who had read an

article (see panel, left) in their local paper, The South Bend Tribune, about a
“medal” being found in a London Garden.  Ila wanted to help solve the mystery and
had contacted several people connected with fencing in the UK to see if they could
help. Now, I like a good puzzle, so decided to see what I could find out.

My first contact was with British Fencing, who passed my query on to their
archivist, Malcolm Fare.  He replied and was able to tell me that none of the team
that went actually won a medal.  One suggestion he made was that perhaps it had
been a souvenir medal presented to one of the officials with the team.  His
suggestion was John Ford, who went as a referee and lived at the time in the same
area of London where the
medal had been found.

I decided that this was a
path worth following and
sent off a number of emails
to various people, both in
the BAF and British Fencing.
Following this, Mike Joseph
was able to supply me with
a full list of the team from
Edmund Gray’s book

“Modern British Fencing,
1964-81”, whilst British Fencing’s President, Keith Smith, was kind enough to
forward my query to several other contacts.  From these I was given a few names
of people who might know more about John Ford.

Amongst the names was Tony Bartlett and I was able to get an email address
for him.  Although he hadn’t been in touch with John Ford since John joined the
RAF to train as a pilot, he did suggest that Steve Lennox, of the Epée Club, might
have more up-to-date information.  Once more I was able to get an email address
and this time things began to move forward quite rapidly.

Steve was aware of the story, as it had been the subject of a thread on the
Fencing Forum.  Although he didn’t know any more about John Ford, he was able
to suggest a new line of enquiry.  A member of Blackheath F.C., of which Steve
is Chairman, was on the épee team at the 1979 Championships.  This was Ahmet
Shaban and Steve offered to ask him if he knew anything about the mystery medal.
When he did, the mystery was finally solved.  Ahmet had bought a souvenir
key-ring at the championships, but some time later his jacket, with his keys inside,
was   stolen.    The  thief obviously placed little value on the souvenir and

discarded it in Mr Waller’s
garden where it  lay   undiscov-
ered  until recently.

All that was now left was
for the “medal” to be returned
to the  original  owner and
Steve contrived to keep from
Ahmet the fact that he had it
until  the club’s  Christmas
Dinner,  when  he  made a
surprise presentation.

The South Bend Tribune
published a follow up article
about the efforts made on both

sides of the Atlantic to solve the mystery.  Quite a few people were involved in
piecing together the jigsaw and I, for one, found it to be great fun.  We didn’t
manage to trace John Ford, though.  Perhaps someone from the Academy can help
there, as his former friends would love to get back in contact.

Bob Merry

Steve Lennox returns the “lost property”
to Ahmet Shaban (left) after 30 years!

Photos supplied by Steve Lennox

The Mystery “medal”





February 2010         Academy News         Page 11

important

courses

Various Coach Education courses are held on a regular basis.  The following contacts may be useful.
Otherwise, contact Dave Jerry, the Course Officer, for the latest information.

Yorkshire Coaches’ Club: monthly 10 am to 4 pm at Ackworth School, Pontefract.  Levels 1 – 4 catered for; Level
5 by arrangement.  Coach Educators of the Academy will cover the Theory and Practice of Coaching.  All coaches
and their pupils are welcome to attend.  Please contact Provost Dave Jerry (see page 3).

Sunday Coaches’ Club, Birmingham:  normally the first Sunday in each month, from 10 pm to 4 pm at St. John’s
Primary School, Mortimer Road, Kenilworth, Warks.  CV8 1FS.  Coach educators are Prof. Peter Northam and Prof.
Pete Cormack.  For full details, contact Pete Cormack at cormack@ntlworld.com or on 01926 859881.

Saturday Coaches’ Club, Norwich: Monthly at the University Sports Park, Norwich.  Advanced Coach Andrew
Sowerby invites all coaches in the Norfolk and Suffolk area wishing to prepare for Foil, Epée and Sabre (levels 1
to 4) to come along.  E-mail Andrew via www.sowerbyfencing.com

Hemel Hempstead: We are glad to report that this monthly course has restarted. Normally held on the second
Sunday of each month. Venue: Hemel Sports Centre, Park Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP1 1JS
Contact Liam Harrington at harringtonliam@hotmail.com for details.

If you are organising a Coach Education course, please contact the Editor if you wish to have it publicised.
You should also inform the Course Officer.

See also the Academy web site for the latest news on courses.  Contact the webmaster, Isobel Combes, if you wish
to publicise any events there. www.baf-fencing.org

All Course organisers and potential attendees should be aware of the following condition, which
applies to all BAF Courses, including “non-official”courses run by Academy members.

Please note the Course Officer and the Course Director reserve the right to
refuse an application to attend the course.
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BAF RESIDENTIAL COURSES 2010
Easter Course:    5th - 10th April 2010

Fees for the Course (provisional)

Residential (Single room):   £367 (BAF Member) £424 (Non-member)

Non-residential or shared accommodation:   Contact Course Officer

Course to be held at Denstone College, Staffordshire.

Places on this course are in demand, so don’t delay!

Contact Dave Jerry, the Course Officer, to ensure your place.




